ROOMS   XIV   AND   XIII

became an enthusiastic admirer of our country; he
appreciated England's pleasant landscape and our
national prosperity and he expressed enjoyment of the
historical relics and fine collections of works of art.
Whilst in London he executed many paintings and
among his numerous activities he decorated the ceiling
of the Inigo Jones Banqueting Room in Whitehall.1
The National Gallery's picture of Peace and War
(No. 46) is an example of his English period and was
presented by the artist to Charles I. In 1630, he
was knighted by the Kong and was given an honorary
degree at Cambridge.

Rubens married twice and both marriages were
fortunate. Of his first wife, Isabella Brant, he said that
she lacked all the faults of her sex, and with his second,
Helene Fourment, he enjoyed many years of happiness
and prosperity.

The princely qualities of Rubens5 decoration gave
him an enormous popularity and, prolific as he was, his
commissions far exceeded the resources both of his time
and energy. He employed, therefore, an enormous
staff of assistants and pupils and, in many of his larger
or more official works, only the design is by the master
and the painting is the work of his studio.

In Trafalgar Square our Rubens Collection is not as
extensive as that of most European art galleries and
each picture has the merit of being entirely from the
master's hand and reflects no trace of students5 work.
We have, moreover, representations of many facets of
Rubens* versatility and possess masterpieces of por-
traiture and landscape as well as some magnificent
mythological decorations [such as the famous Judg-
1 Now the United Services Museum*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